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The St. Lawrence Land Trust’s mission is to work with landowners to conserve the ecological, recreational, 
historical, and cultural values of their property, for benefit of the landowner and the community

2020 Events
TBD: 6th Annual State of the 
Rivers Talk

May: Hart’s Falls clean up

May: Bird Walk

September: Hart’s Falls clean up 
Day

October: Tooley Pond 
Road/Grasse River Waterfall Walk

Dates will be posted on our website and 
facebook page

Sign up on our website to receive emails 
about upcoming events

www.stlawlandtrust.org

P.O. Box 684
Canton, NY 13617

The St. Lawrence 
Land Trust

Join us in 2020 (schedule to the left). 
Details for each event will be posted 
on our Facebook page: www.facebook.com/StLawLandTrust/ If you, your 
community group, or your local government would like the SLLT to do 
an informative presentation on conservation easements, contact us.

The Land Trust was represented 
at a variety of events this past 
year, such as: The Associated 
Colleges of the St. Lawrence 
Valley Sustainability Day, area 
farmers’ markets, and other 
regional land trust events.

St. Lawrence Land Trust 2019 Highlights and Accomplishments:
Hart’s Falls Preserve: The waterfall and surrounding property has continued to grow in 
popularity as a local hiking and picnic spot. Picnic tables receive regular use, and the 
boardwalk over the wettest section of trail works to keep the trail accessible even in wet 
months. We mow to maintain the large meadow for monarch butterflies and grassland birds.
Bluebird and kestrel nesting boxes are now being used – we had both species fledge young 
this year. We have hosted several community volunteer days to remove litter and improve the 
trails, as did our college interns. Other community groups have begun using Hart’s Falls for 
activities; for example, Nature Up North uses the Falls for its citizen science water quality 
survey. In 2020, a parking area will be installed by our partner, the New York State DEC. 
Feel free to visit Hart’s Falls Preserve and watch for opportunities to participate in a 
volunteer work crew.
Carbon Sequestration and Conservation Easements: The St. Lawrence Land Trust continues 
to partner with Clarkson University and the Thousand Islands Land Trust to investigate the 
use of conservation easements as a way for colleges and universities to meet their goals to 
offset climate-changing greenhouse gas emissions. Universities, such as Clarkson, subsidize 
the costs of conservation easements, in exchange for carbon credits. This year we presented 
the concept at a statewide meeting of land trusts. This year we investigated a number of 
possible partners, and we are currently working with a landowner who is interested in 
collaborating on a pilot project.
Protecting Land: In the last year, the St. Lawrence Land Trust completed a conservation 
easement on Portaferry Lake. TheLand Trust is working with landowners to establish new 
conservation easements on Brandy Brook and the Little River, and some form of 
conservation protection (easements or ownership) on two other properties along the 
Oswegatchie River. These easements will protect important riparian forests, lakeshore, and 
headwater wetlands. We are also in the initial discussions about conservation easements with 
several other landowners across St. Lawrence County.
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St. Lawrence Land Trust 2020 Priorities and Goals:

● Complete a paved parking area at Hart’s Falls Preserve, and implement other conservation 
and public access improvements at the preserve.

● Stabilize and repair the historic mill wall at Hart’s Falls.
● Establish three conservation easements or property acquisitions.
● Establish one new easement in partnership with a landowner and Clarkson University.
● Conduct special events each season that focus on the environmental and cultural benefits 

of our rivers
● Recruit and train a team of interns to work on conservation outreach, conservation 

improvements at Hart’s Falls and our conservation easements, and help with preparing for 
accreditation.

● Do final work on preparing all documentation for accreditation, with the intention of filing 
by 2021.

Support the St. Lawrence Land Trust and Become a Friend of the Watershed
By contributing to the Land Trust you will help us insure the preservation of the St. Lawrence Valley’s treasured natural 
resources its irreplaceable waterways, wildlife habitats, working farms, public recreation areas, and superb quality of

Name: _____________________________________ Date: ___________                                           
Enclosed is my tax-deductible contribution of  ☐$25  ☐$50  ☐$75  ☐$100  ☐other $               
made out to the St. Lawrence Land Trust.

☐Yes, please contact me about volunteering for the organization.  *Detach and mail with your contribution*

Summer 2019 Reflections
Bailey LaBarge: During the summer I had the privilege of interning with the St.Lawrence Land Trust which is based out of 
Canton, New York. I worked with many people during my time with the Land Trust including the two other interns Nathan 
Stowe, and Eric Fleury. When I went into this internship I expected it to be a lot of hands on work and in the field. I came to 
realize that conserving land is much more complicated than that. There is a lot of behind the scenes work that plays into it, 
including making sure the budget is up to date, having meetings to vote on ideas, accreditation, and working on the website.

Eric Fleury: My experience with the Saint Lawrence Land Trust was great. I’ve always wanted to see the behind the scenes of 
conservation efforts and getting the opportunity to work in a professional environment was interesting and I learned a lot. I 
really enjoyed the people I worked with, which included Daniel Bellinger who was the intern coordinator and the other two 
interns Bailey and Nathaniel. The board members were all super nice and helpful when it came to looking for paperwork or with 
any questions regarding the Land trust. We also got to work with other programs including Nature Up North who invited us to 
cookouts and allowed us to accompany them on a macroinvertebrate search on one of the land trust properties, Harts Falls. 
Everyone we got to interact with were very friendly and welcoming which made the job enjoyable to go to. My favorite part of 
working for the Saint Lawrence Land Trust was the versatility of the job and the mix of different things we did.

Board Member Highlight:
Marty Duffany: I moved to the area in the summer of 2018 after a 35+ year forestry career with a focus on 
forest inventory and mapping.  Much of this time was with a timberland investment / management 
company in New Hampshire which involved work on lands in New England, New York, and the 
southeastern US, as well as Ontario and eastern Canada.  I have considerable experience working on 
conservation eased and third party certified timberlands.  I'm now self-employed doing timber inventory 
consulting work.  Being a forester I have a special interest in conservation and the wise use of our natural 
resources and thought I could bring a lot of practical experience and knowledge to the SLLT.

We would like to thank the following organizations, businesses and individuals who 
helped us to accomplish all that we did this year.

Grasse River Heritage, Commercial Press, Nature Up North, Town and Highway Dept. of Russell, Pyrites VFD, Eileen 
Visser, Jeffrey Schleuter, Bill Brown, Peter O’Shea, Ann Heidenreich and Eric and Ana Williams-Bergen. We would also like 
to thank Land Trust Alliance for all its support, St. Lawrence River Research & Education Fund and NYS DEC Region 6.


